
Chapter 8 
Addressing Race at Trial  
 

8.1 Scope of Chapter 8-2 
 
8.2 Raising Race During Jury Selection and at Trial 8-2 

A. Importance of Addressing Race  
B. Strategies for Addressing Race  

 
8.3 Jury Selection 8-7 

A. Importance of Diverse Juries  
B. Orientation Sessions before Jury Service  
C. Why Ask Questions about Race during Voir Dire 
D. Purpose of Voir Dire 
E. Law Governing Voir Dire Questions about Race 
F. Voir Dire Preparation, Techniques, and Sample Questions 
G. Role of Client in Voir Dire Strategy 

 
8.4 References to Race at Trial 8-18 

A. Is the Reference Relevant? 
B. Improper References to Race by the State  
C. Improper References to Race by the Defense 

 
8.5 Examples of Improper Appeals to Racial Prejudice 8-22 

A. Animal Imagery 
B. Racial Demographics of Geographic Areas 
C. Associations Between Race and Criminality 
D. Racial Slurs or Stereotypes 
E. Improper Invocations of Race in Sex Offense Cases 
F. Emphasis on Victim’s Race 
G. Derogatory References to Defense Witnesses Based on  

Race 
H. Defendant’s Racial Conduct or Remarks 
I. References to Race of Defense Counsel or Jurors 
J. Challenging Improper References to Race 

 
8.6 Considerations at Certain Stages of Trial  8-32 

A. Motion for Change of Venue 
B. Opening Statement 
C. Testimony  
D. Jury Instructions 
E. Closing Argument 
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